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COMMUNIQUE

ON THE RESURGENCE OF CERTAIN CRIMES
IN CAMEROON

The Cameroon Bar Association has observed, through media and social networks,
a disturbing resurgence of sexual offenses manifested by violent assaults on the
physical integrity of children, sometimes of a very young age.

Specifically, the Cameroon Bar Association has been informed of the case of a
certain individual, Materne Rameaux ABOMO NGONO, who, allegedly taking
advantage of his position as a teacher, is reported to have abused approximately
fifteen children between the ages of four (4) and fourteen (14) in the city of
Yaoundé, specifically in the Meyo neighbourhood of Yaoundé IV Subdivision.

At the same time, the Cameroon Bar Association has learned with equal
consternation of the case of a three-year-old girl child, a pupil at a school in the
Odza neighborhood of Yaoundé, who is also reported to have been the victim of
rape, an incident that gave rise to public demonstrations around her school on 28
May 2026.

On the same day, we learned that a 14-year-old girl had allegedly been raped by
her teacher in the city of Douala, in an area known as PK14, and that another man
had been beaten by a mob in Bangangté for also raping a 10-year-old girl whom
he had targeted at her school.

On that same day, reports emerged that a fourteen-year-old girl was allegedly
raped by her teacher in the city of Douala, in the locality known as PK14.
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Separately, in Bangangté, an individual was subjected to mob violence after
allegedly raping a ten-year-old girl whom he had targeted from his school.

In the North-West Region, particularly in Momo Division, a case has been reported
of a fourteen-year-old girl raped by a seventy-year-old man. Following his arrest,
he allegedly paid the sum of 30,000 CFA francs (thirty thousand) to the victim's
aunt in an attempt to evade the course of justice.

These events call to mind the deeply distressing case of the child, Divine MBARGA
ATANGANA, an eleven-year-old girl who left her home to study at a classmate's
residence and was found dead the next day, March 19, 2026, presumably raped
and murdered by her classmate’s father, who allegedly went so far as to use his
own son, also 11 years old, to stand watch.

The alarming observation is that individuals with malicious intent now operate
within educational institutions, concealing themselves behind the respected
profession of teaching. Thus, the school environment, which was once considered
a safe haven for children, is also in the process of being infested by sexual
predators.

In view of the increasing frequency of such heinous acts within Cameroonian
society, and faithful to its duty as a guardian and defender of human rights in
general and children's rights in particular, the Cameroon Bar Association
condemns in the strongest possible terms, all offenses against public morality,
particularly those perpetrated against children, whose purity and innocence are
violated and stolen by individuals operating outside the bounds of law and morality.

The Cameroon Bar Association further deplores the leniency that has often led to
the release of such sexual predators following brief periods of police custody or
pretrial detention. It calls upon all actors within the criminal justice system to
maintain a firm stance and impose severe sanctions against sexual offenders in
general, and against perpetrators of child rape in particular.

With equal gravity, the Cameroon Bar Association condemns the practice of so-
called “amicable settlements” or out-of-court arrangements that occur in cases of
child rape between predators and parents, and reminds the latter that the
innocence, purity, and physical and moral integrity of children are virtues that



cannot be bought or sold and are non-negotiable. Consequently, the Cameroon
Bar Association will not hesitate to treat as accomplices any parents, judicial police
officers, and magistrates who engage in such despicably scandalous
arrangements.

The Cameroon Bar Association further urges the Ministry of Basic Education and
the Ministry of Secondary Education to strengthen the due diligence mechanisms
relating to background checks and moral character assessments during the
recruitment of teachers, particularly in private educational establishments. Given
the scale of the phenomenon, the Association recommends enhanced synergy
between these ministerial departments and the Ministry of Social Affairs, with a
view to reinforcing communication and awareness-raising efforts among children
regarding this dangerous phenomenon.

In the same vein, the Cameroon Bar Association calls upon journalists, influencers,
and media professionals to exercise the highest standards of professionalism at
all times when reporting on such offenses. They are strongly advised to take every
precaution to protect the image and dignity of the young victims, in order to spare
them the additional trauma of having photographs taken under such shocking
circumstances circulate throughout their lives.

On its part, the Cameroon Bar Association, acting through the Bar President
(Batonnier), hereby constitutes itself as an official party on behalf of the families of
victims of these serious offenses. To this end, the Bar announces the creation of
a special unit responsible for assisting, advising, and representing victims of child
rape. This unit shall be tasked, among other duties, with contacting the families of
victims to ensure follow-up on their cases until the conclusion of judicial
proceedings. Whenever necessary, the President of this unit shall have full
authority to appoint additional Advocates to this body as may be deemed
necessary.

The composition of this unit is as follows:

President: Barrister Philippe Olivier MEMONG, an Advocate resident in
Yaoundé and Representative of the Bar President for the Centre, South, and East
Regions



Rapporteur: Barrister Serges Martin ZANGUE, an Advocate resident in Douala
and Secretary of the Bair;

Members:

- Barrister Gladys Fri MBUYAH née LUKU, an Advocate resident in Mutengene
and President of the Social Affairs Commission of the Cameroon Bar Association

- Barrister Charlotte TCHAKOUNTE, an Advocate resident Douala and President
of the Anti-Corruption Commission of the Cameroon Bar Association

- Barrister Dorcas Mirette NKONGME, an Advocate resident in Yaoundé and
Vice-President of the Human Rights Commission of the Cameroon Bar Association

- Barrister Jude MOKOM NJIE, an Advocate resident in Bamenda and Special
Delegate of the Bar President for the North-West Region

Finally, the Cameroon Bar Association is providing-victims of child rape with the
following telephone/WhatsApp number (+237) 654/815 610, through which it

may be reached whenever necessary. d
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